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Abstract

The Library of Sukontharam-Temple-is.a-part-of -The 50" KKU.50 Community Libraries project.
Library and Learning Resources Center, Khon Kaen University, had been assigned to establish and develop
learning community centers including doing community needs survey, analyzing community needs,
establishing community libraries, reporting the results of the project to the involvers, evaluating and
monitoring the community libraries, and giving advices and development methods for the libraries.
The results of the project were as follows:

For community needs survey, groups of officers were appointed to survey the needs of
community for 2 times. The data were collected by discussing with the abbot, village boards, village
leaders, and monks for considering where the Library of Sukontharam Temple will be located. The
officers also gave advices about the library development conceptual framework.

For community needs analysis, the analysis was divided into three parts. 1) Background of
Kongnang sub-district, Tha Bo District, Nong Khai Province. There are two main libraries: school library that
opens only on official work hours, and public library of Department of Non-Formal Education in Tha Bo

district where villagers have to pay for travelling cost to go to the library. For this reason, the abbot of
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Sukontharam temple wants to establish community library that is more comfortable for the villagers.
2) For readiness in establishing library, it was found that the budget and information resources should be
provided first. The second need is the need of equipment such as shelves, desks and chairs for readers
and staff, and newspaper shelf and so on. Moreover, staff to take responsible for the library, computer
and PLS library software for staff and other learning multimedia is needed. And the third need is the
location improvement for library building should be appropriate. And 3) For Planning, Library & Learning
Resource Center, Khon Kaen University, was operating for collecting funds and got the budget for
purchasing information resources and materials such as shelves, office desks, reading set, and cushions.

There were 6 steps of establishing the library as follow: 1) Survey the community needs by
interviews with stakeholders; abbot, village council, the agent of Office of the Non-formal and Informal
Education, village headman and monk for creating a library development framework. 2) Analyze
community’s needs in 3 aspects namely; Background, of Kongnang sub-district, Tha Bo District, Nong Khai
Province, readiness in establishing library and planning. 3) Present the analysis of establishing the library
for community and plan that can revise together for créating a library development framework. 4) The
process of established the library; publish the background,'and rationale of the project, then asks and
accepts donations of materials (library suppliers, learning materials, etc.) to the donors around KKU and
the general, after that move to the library two times. Classification and Library Management System
attended by Office of the Non-formal and InformalEducationat Kongnang Sub-district, Tha Bo District,
Nong Khai Province with teachers at Kongnang School and member village for support library services.
Reinforce the children to read and grow'a, readingllover habit to/them, also support them to spend their
free time with useful things. 5) Make\\a road:map|for library development with the cooperation of
villager’s council and community for developing thetocal museum. 6)\Evaluate, monitor, and supervise
the local library project by Academic.Resources-Center,/Khon Kaen University and Nong Khai Campus,
Khon Kaen University Library with Office of the-Non-formal and: Informal Education at Kongnang Sub-
district, Tha Bo District, Nong Khai Province.

Library establishment janalysis“results presented to thestakeholders. A 1-year plan has been
conducted by the team to develop the;library, sustainably and-also-the \preparation for local museum
founding. The mission processes|consisted- of the llibrary | board committee appointment for services,
learning support, and the local museum preparatory.

Result of following and current problems’ of service,“Academic Resources Center was visiting the
Library of Sukontharam Temple-for-follow-up the eperations.The-average number of user is 30 people
per month. Most of these are students and they have some problems about the service during 4 month,
it found problem of the internet network connections was not be available, lacking library staff, they
haven’t cataloged books yet and inappropriate use of statistics collection methodology for walk-in users.

Recommendations for the research, The Library of Sukontharam Temple should reform statistics
collection methodology, counter machine is provided by the other library’s donations, installation and
budget for connecting a computer to the internet should be provided, learn and apply how to
management the internet café from private organization to management the intermet café in the library.
Non-Formal Education in Tha Bo District have to consider about Community Learning Center moving to
the Library of Sukontharam Temple. That would be convenience for Non-Formal Education’s teachers
about library management and the village chief is to coordinates with the local government for budget of

connecting a computer to the internet in the library.
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